A pilot study using intra-partum ultrasound to aid in the definition of the position of the fetal head before operative delivery.
We conducted a pilot study on 60 women in the second stage of labour using trans-abdominal ultrasound to assess fetal position prior to obstetric intervention. Digital examination failed to assess the correct fetal position in 16 (26%) of the cases. Ultrasound helped in determining fetal position in 57 (95%) of the cases. In 40 cases (66%), the obstetrician involved found the use of ultrasound to determine fetal position aided in the management of the second stage. All obstetricians involved in the study rated the ease of use of ultrasound in the second stage highly (>8/10) on a visual analogue scale. We have highlighted the role, ease of use and feasibility of intra-partum ultrasound to determine fetal position in the second stage of labour before an obstetric intervention, by the obstetrician in a District General Hospital setting.